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           F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 2  

January 2012 

 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

 

As some of you know, St. John’s owns almost 10 acres of land at 
the corner of Stonequarry Road and Peters Pike. Since the con-
gregation does not have any immediate plans to use the property, 
we have had a farmer plant crops on the land for several years. 

 

There are about 12-15 houses that back up to our field, and re-
cently we received a call from one of our neighbors with a concern 
about how the farmer plants his crop. So, with the desire to be a 
good neighbor, the church council has researched, with the city of 
Vandalia, the regulations and responsibilities we as a church have 
concerning the property. We will contact the individual and ad-
dress his concerns. Joe Stekli has agreed to work on this project 
for the church. 

 

I am a firm believer in conversation between people to not only 
solve problems, but also to prevent problems. Conversation not 
only makes sense as a first stop to solve problems, it is also bibli-
cal. In Matthew 18:15-20 Jesus gives specific instructions to us on 
how to resolve conflicts. And he begins with conversation. 

 

 Sometimes the problems seem so big and complicated. 

 Sometimes the words to express our feelings don’t come 
 easily. 

 Sometimes it seems silence is our best option. 

 

The writer of the Book of Ecclesiastes would agree. The wise 
counsel tells us that “There is a time to keep silence, and a time to 
speak.” The difficult part of all this is to know when to speak and 
when to listen. 

 
Continued on Page 2 
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We would all agree that more often than not, it is best to keep silent when we are angry. I 
am sure we have all heard harsh and hurtful words spoken to us by angry people. I believe 
the write of Ecclesiastes would advise us to keep silent when our hearts are full of anger. 

 

But how should we proceed when our hearts are full of hurt, disappointment, confusion or 
fear? In these moments knowing whether one should speak or keep silent is not such a 
simple task. How often have we found ourselves full of emotions, and facing the task of 
“choosing our words carefully?” 

 

These situations are anticipated in scripture. St. Paul, in his letter to the Romans wrote of 
those times when in our prayer time, our words fail us and we are reduced to “sighs too 
deep for words.” 

 

Paul wrote to help us approach this situation on two paths. The first path is to trust that 
when our words fail us, the “deep sighs” of prayer, contemplation, meditation vocal silence 
are known to God. The second path is that again when our words will not be helpful, that 
our silence will lead us to a time and place of reconciliation and healing. 

 

This is what Jesus teaches us in Matthew. 

 

May prayer for all who read these words is that in the coming years, you will all feel the 
presence of God in your silence and sighs and also in your words. 

 

Pastor Santiago 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26TH 

AFTER WORSHIP  
IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 
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The Breakfast Club meets monthly. The February out-
ing will be on Saturday, February 11th, at 9:00 a.m. 

The women will meet at Friendly’s in Vandalia. The men will meet at 
Pop’s Diner on Miller Lane. Please sign-up if you plan to attend. Sign-
up sheets are located on the clipboards. If you have any questions 
please contact Dawn Snyder at 898-1432. 

ETERNAL CANDLE FOR FEBRUARY 
 

The Eternal Candle for the month of February is sponsored by 

The Kemptons  in memory of their son, Brian Stewart. 
 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS FOR FEBRUARY 

 

February 5th—Becky Betts  in memory of her mother, Elizabeth Geil. 

         Mae Hansen  in memory of her husband, Chuck and her daughter, Lisa. 

 

February 12th—The Erhards  in memory of their mothers Ellen Fisher & Jean Erhard. 

 

February 19th—Joe & Marlyn Stekli 

 

February 26th—The Maxwells  in honor of their Wedding Anniversary. 
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Laurie Fletcher is looking for a large plastic container full of costumes 
used for programs here at St. John’s. It was last seen several years ago 
in the lounge following the program “The Living Last Supper”. If you 
took the costumes home to wash them or if you borrowed them would 
you please let Laurie know because we need them for the same program 
this year. If you have any ideas of where these costumes could be, please 
contact Laurie Fletcher at 947-1487 or Margaret Dill at 271-1771. 
 

Thank You!!! 
 
 
 

Also missing...a large plastic contained with Sinclair Handbell equip-
ment in it, including lights, tools and table covers. If you have seen a 
stray contained like this anywhere in the church, please let Margaret 
Dill know. (271-1771) 
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THE LIVING LAST SUPPER 
 

The Living Last Supper, written by Ruth Elaine Schram is a dramatic reenact-
ment of the Last Supper. It will be presented on Maundy Thursday, April 5th at 
Trinity Luther Church, Brookville. Joining Trinity in this program will be Provi-
dence Lutheran Church, Brookville and St. John’s Lutheran Church, Vandalia. 

 

The program includes a monologue from each of the 12 disciples based on 
scripture and historical information. The monologues are meant to let the lis-
teners hear the inner thoughts of each man. Interspersed between the mono-
logues are anthems sung by the choir which underscore the Biblical truths be-
ing presented by the disciples. 

 

Rehearsals for the choir for this program will be on Wednesday evenings at 
St. John’s in Vandalia and on Thursday evenings at Trinity in Brookville begin-
ning February 8th. The music for The Living Last Supper will be rehearsed 
from 7:30-8:00 at both churches. The St. John’s Gallery Choir will have their 
regular Wednesday evening practice from 8:00-8:30 p.m.  

 

If interested in participating, we encourage you to attend as many choir re-
hearsals as possible. Rehearsal CDs are also available by calling Trinity’s of-
fice at 833-2154 or St. John’s office at 898-5656. The dress rehearsal for all 
characters and choir will be at Trinity in Brookville on Wednesday, April 4th at 
7:00 p.m. 

 

If you are interested in auditioning for a characte r part as one of the 
twelve disciples or if you have questions, please s peak to or call  

Margaret Dill at 271-1771. 
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THE BUSY BEES will meet on Sunday, February 5th, at 1:00 
p.m. in the Luther Lodge. 
 
If you have any questions please contact Sue Allen at 890-5285. 
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Want to be the best mom possible? You are not alone. You are invited to a commu-
nity of moms just for you!   
 

We are starting a MOPS group (moms with children from birth through kindergarten) 
here at St. John’s!  
 

Our first meeting will be held on  
Thursday, February 16th at 6:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  

 
Please invite your friends—this group is open to every mother of preschoolers.  

 

Childcare will be provided.  
 
Please contact Kim LaBianco at labianco@ameritech.net or at 454-9430 to RSVP. 
(please include # and ages of children you plan to bring so we have enough MOPPET 
workers). 
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Shelly Clauser  2/4 

Corey Johnson  2/4 

Connie Kempton 2/4 

Doug Knepper  2/4 

Richard Sutter  2/4 

Andrew Trick  2/4 

Zack Dill   2/5 

Glen Spehr  2/5 

Steve Brown  2/8 

Gina Gill   2/10 

Barbara Metzger 2/10 

Jeannette Schlein 2/10 

Judi Baker   2/11 

Charles Moses  2/12 

Craig Sutton  2/14 

James Gill   2/15 

Carolyn Gray  2/23 

Connor Jordan  2/26 

Richard & Sally Sutter   2/6 
George & Helen Roskos  2/15 
Bill & Bev Maxwell   2/23 
Don & Kara Ann Waitzman  2/28 
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